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Three dynamic
performance
spaces integrated
into a city high-rise
building make the
ideal new home for
a New York theatre
company

The exterior of the Pershing
Square Signature Center
(above); the Romulus Linney
Courtyard Theatre (opposite,
top); the new End Stage
Theatre (opposite, left); the
199-seat Alice Griffin Jewel
Box Theatre (opposite, right)
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or two years, the Signature Theatre
Company alongside the City of
New York, Gehry Partners and
Auerbach Pollock Friedlander,
scoured Manhattan for a space that
would support the company’s vision for a new
multi-space venue. What they were looking
for turned out to be just a stone’s throw away – a
high-rise building spanning one city block, with
a 70,000ft2 cultural amenity. MiMA, a 63-story
high-rise hotel and residential tower, was
designed by Arquitectonica for developer Related
Companies. The new Pershing Square Signature
Center is on the second and third floors.
As the design of the building was nearly
complete, Auerbach and Gehry Partners had to
fit the space around already planned structural
columns, stairs and mechanical chases. The
Auerbach team worked closely with structural
engineers to get the infrastructure into the
concrete slabs. A similar amount of effort was
also put into pre-construction coordination for
the major electrical and mechanical systems.
“The overall building project schedule was
a challenge,” remembers project manager Don
Guyton. “Our work for Signature had started
years before but once this building was chosen,
the design of the high-rise was near completion
and a hole in the ground had already been dug.
“Much effort and cooperation was needed to
coordinate the theatrical, mechanical, electrical
and structural systems with the architecture. 3D
building information modelling (BIM) was used
to precisely locate every piece of equipment in

the theatres and to discover potential conflicts
before fabrication. This upfront, intensive
approach eliminated any surprises on site.”

Collaboration for success

Founded in 1991 by artistic director James
Houghton, Signature Theatre Company was
the first to devote an entire season to the work
of a single playwright. In 2004, it was chosen to
be part of the proposed World Trade Center
Performing Arts Center. But in 2008, after
an initial schematic design phase, the project
was reduced in scope and Signature Theatre
was released from its involvement.
“Our relationship with Auerbach evolved
greatly from the initial site at the World
Trade Center in 2004 to the realisation of this
new centre in 2012,” says Houghton. “Their
experience, open collaboration and dedication
to fulfilling our objectives served the project
in every way. The result is dynamic and
effective performance spaces.”
The new Signature Center has three venues
– the End Stage with 299 seats, the Romulus
Linney Courtyard Theatre, and the Alice
Griffin Jewel Box Theatre, both with 199
seats. The theatres were developed in close
collaboration with Signature’s playwrights,
production designers and technical staff.
The performance spaces are situated around
a lobby with a café and bookstore. The project
also includes a 99-seat performance/rehearsal
space and a second rehearsal studio, as well
as administrative offices.
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Auerbach also designed the sound
reinforcement and playback systems within
each performance space, as well as the facilitywide video and production communication
systems within the centre. This included digital
signage displays, which are located throughout
the lobbies and building exterior entry.
“Our biggest challenge was developing a
programme for an already designed building,”
explains Steve Friedlander, principal in charge
for Auerbach. “The success of the project is a
result of a team effort from the owners, designers
and builders. Every decision was collaborative.
The Gehry Partners team was really responsive
to the functional criteria that Auerbach
developed to meet Signature’s programme and
we successfully incorporated the architects’
concepts within the theatre spaces.” n

